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Handouts

ïAugmentative Communication Inc. Newsletter on 
Social Networks

ïActivities #1 and #2

ïSlides at www.ussaac.org

http://www.ussaac.org/


Our focus today

AAC assessment/intervention planning

LǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜΥ
ςdiversity of the populations served 

ςwealth of options available

ςcomplexity of communication

.ǳǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧΦ



Complete one of these sentences

1. L ŦŜŜƭ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
client with complex communication 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƘŜƴ Χ

2. To me, success in AAC meansΧ

3. The purpose of AAC intervention 
ƛǎΧΦǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ 
me.



What do people who rely on AAC say??

{¦//9{{ ƛǎΧ
ïBeing independent; living on your own
ïOvercoming barriers with your own 

resourcefulness
ïPushing the envelope; doing difficult things
ïUsing a uniqueway to get to a goal
ïMaking a difference; educating others about 

disability   aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ōȅ !ƴƎŜƭƛǉǳŜ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎΣ нлло 



More importantly, they say..

Being a good communicator is 
a meansto these ends.

Technology should not be the 
focus of our work!





A Reality Bath

ÅAfter years of inclusive policies, many people 
who rely on AAC are at high risk for exclusion 
from social networks typical of peers

ÅMany face social isolation, even those who 
use advanced AAC technologies (Bryen, Carey 
& Frantz, 2003; Collier, 2000; Murphy & Scott, 
1994). 



Social Networks Video
(Attainment Company, 2004)

ÅIntroduction to Social Networks tool 
through Adrienne, Harold, Eric, 
Michael and Keith and their family, 
friends and others in their social 
networks

ÅAges 3 to over 65 years


